
‘Closed Loop’ Recycling Facility for Agricultural Plastic Waste 
in California

Salinas, California -- Command Packaging, a US manufacturer of reusable shopping and 
restaurant bags, has announced the opening of Encore Recycling. The new 200,000 square 
foot, state-of-the-art agricultural plastic recycling facility, in Salinas, CA is scheduled to begin 
operations in October 2013. Command Packaging is the first US company to adopt and im-
plement the successful European recycling model. This closed-loop recycling system diverts 
discarded plastic away from landfills, where it is used to create other recyclable products.
The CEO of Command Packaging in Vernon, Calif., is moving forward with plans to create 
a polyethylene recycling operation that will capture farm waste to create reusable grocery 
shopping bags.

Encore Recycling will immediately add 40 manufacturing jobs in October, in an area of Cal-
ifornia that has been hard hit by the economic downturn. In 2014 the company will employ 
over 100 full time workers and plans to grow to a staff of nearly 500 full-time employees. The 
facility will have the ability to recycle more than 100 million pounds of plastic per year.

Closed-loop recycling system 
“Encore Recycling is leading the way to help California create the standard for a sustainable 
and closed-loop recycling system throughout the US,” Pete Grande, CEO of Command Pack-
aging and Encore Recycling said. “Implementing a sustainable recycling model that works for 
the consumer, the grocery store, and the environment, is a win-win for all. People love plas-
tic. It’s part of our everyday lives. Instead of trying to eliminate it, we need to create a “smart-
er” plastic and Encore is doing that.”

Encore Recycling will partner with growers to collect, wash, and recycle the more than 100 
million pounds of agricultural plastic that is currently being disposed of in California landfills 
every year. The facility will turn the plastic into reusable bags called smarterbagsTM for the 
California grocery market.

Recycling with a purpose
The agricultural community in the Salinas valley has embraced Encore Recycling’s vision of 
‘recycling with a purpose’. Some of the largest multi-national and recognizable names such 
as Dole, Driscoll, Pacific Gold Farms, Ramco, Red Blossom Strawberries, as well as many 
independent growers, are working with Encore Recycling to ensure that their plastic is col-
lected and recycled.
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“We at Dole Berry Company are exited about participating in Encore Recycling’s agricultural 
plastic recycling program. It offers us the unique opportunity to avoid sending approximately 
135 tons of agricultural plastic to the landfill”, underlined Thomas Flewell of Dole Berry Com-
pany. “Instead Encore Recycling will process the material for a new use. We anticipate that 
participating in the program will result in significant cost savings.”

“Until now, we’ve struggled to find a recycler large enough to handle the discarded farm 
plastic we use every year in the Salinas Valley”, explained Casey Bassetti with Red Blossom 
strawberries. “Encore’s new state-of-the-art plant is just what we need to help us find a sus-
tainable solution and improve our environment.”material each year, and Encore Recycling is 
gearing up to handle every pound it can get its hands on. Farmers will be able to either drop 
off their used plastic at centralized hubs or arrange for collection at an additional charge.
“And so we’re going to recycle with a purpose. The purpose is take things out of the land-
fill … that technology allows you to use today to make products that are green and can be 
produced in the U.S. and make sense for the customer, which is the grocery store, and the 
consumer and the environment and the industry. And that’s the vision and that’s the path,” 
Grande said.

Encore expects to start out with 40 workers as production begins in Salinas in October and 
the company expects that number to grow to 100 in 2014. Creating 500 jobs in a couple of 
years is certainly ambitious, the CEO said, but he believes it can be done.

“Jobs can be created very quickly, good manufacturing jobs, green manufacturing jobs, in the 
plastic industry if we’re just willing to do the things that are available today,” he said.

Capturing California’s agricultural plastic waste is one goal, but Grande also is looking else-
where to repeat the idea. The Salinas location, he said, could serve as a model to be replicat-
ed in other locations that have agricultural plastic going to landfills in significant amounts.
Dole Berry Co., for example, expects to save money by avoiding disposal of about 135 tons 
pounds, of agricultural plastic on an annual basis.

‘‘Instead Encore Recycling will process the material for a new use. We anticipate that par-
ticipating in the program will result in significant cost savings,” said Thomas Flewell of Dole 
Berry in a statement.

“In talking to the farmers, they’re frustrated because they don’t want to send their plastic to 
the landfill and nobody was presenting them with a solution for their problems,” Grande said. 

“It all just added up that if we could recycle their plastic, turn that plastic into a raw material to 
make our [reusable grocery] carryout bags, we’ve really done something terrific. We’ve cre-
ated a closed loop and we’re recycling with a purpose. So that’s become our mantra. We’re 
going to be recycling with a purpose.”


